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From now on until the 23rd of October, just go watch [Painted Skin] and write up your thoughts
Review Board here, you will have a chance to win our limited edition 8th anniversary calendar
originally sighed by Zhao Wei. Don't forget to include yountail.

There are 3 outstanding winners for a signed calendar, and 3 honorable mention winners for a

autograph. ,-'i :

In additions, your article will also have a chance to be published in HuhaYég Newspaper
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PAINTED SKIN ... new kinda Chinese gothic sexiness...

(Directed by Gordon Chan)

Okay, the long awaited Horror Movie Review marathoraiskb! After reviewing Rec, Spanish
survival zombie flick shot in Blair Witch style previously, my inspiration for reviewing horror fil
just kinda went dead and | took a long break to look into other movies instead. Not that | didn't
any horror fims in between, of course, being the fan of supernatural that | am, but just too lazy
review or share them. Nonetheless, | shall present Painted Skin, our Chinese horror gothic ro
flick of the year, starring impressive names suchas Zhou Xun, Vickp ZDonnie Yen, our very o
Qi Yiwu, Sun Li and Chen Kun.

Painted Skin (translated as Hua Pi), a chinese literature from the classic Liao Zai series, a coll
short ghost stories taking place in ancient China, is more of a LOVE story thaoradner. Still, |
shall put this in as one of my Horror Movie reviews base on the fact that it is a well known Liac
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story deserving to be make known to those who are new to i.

The plot, a departure from the original, which | shall not go into detad, feature a general, Wang
Cheng (Chen Kun), who rescue a beautiful lady from the Bandits camp while making their way
from the desert. They learnt that her name is Xiaowei (Zhou Xun) and she has no family. Feeli
sorry for her (and also taken ig ber striking beauty), Wang brought her back home.

*SPOILERS*

Back at the Wang's residence, as much as Wang's gentle wife, Pei Rong (Vicky Zhao) tried to
graciously accept the new comer, she can't help but be suspicious of Xiaowei's background ar
strarge habits that beckon she might just be something out of this world.

Her worst fears are proven right when a feisty female demon hunter and Wang's brother (playt
Donnie Yen) shows up in town to confirm that there are evil monsters in town going aipping
hearts out of good ol town folks and points all possible sign of evidence at Xiaowei, who is oby
not as innocent as she looks. Yes, beneath that innocent facade of the lavishingly beautiful gir
1000 yr fox spirit who has been sunvig her youth on human hearts. Her food supply cames dire
from her partner in crime, Lizard spirit (played by Qi Yiwu), who has been doing all the dirty de
on her behalf and without complain. Such is the power of love (albeit an unrequited one)féotyth,
lady only has eyes for the married General Wang and she will go to extreme measures to makg

she gets her man. '

However, the trio doesn't exactly have much convincing power, considering that Wang's brothg
(forgot his name, lets just call him Wewas Hui Ru's eflame (but she chooses Wang instead), th
other was a muddieeaded demon slayer who hadn't quite inherit all the necessary skills from
grandfather and Hui Ru herself was also starting to have doubts on whether she was actuaglly {
things. Then more ppl turn up dead and the truth was reveal to be more than what Hui Ru has
for ...

Eventually, can the genteel wife save the bewitched husband who is so blinded by the beauty
innocence of the demon to realize the folly af Ways and how close he is to losing his own wife*

Yup, none of the cast are relatively new to you, be it from television or films. Needless to say,
Yen & Vicki Zhao put on solid and emotional performances without a flinch, taking into

consideratia their strong acting background and experiences. Donnie was convincing as the ti
fighter who choose to withdraw from battle to live life as a lone traveller only to be pull into ana
war with the supernatural in order to protect those he loves.

Gore is the cute and adorable Vicki, whom we remember best as Little Swallow (My Fair Princ
and in place is a matured and lovely young woman who is ready to take on bigger and darker

Zhou Xun, needless to say, conquer the role as if she paiyicaens it, playing the character of the
seductress with full relish and haughtiness. Her fox spirit is both beautiful and deadly, and mer
escape from her clutches but forbidden fruit is sweeter even-@a yir old spirit and she wants he
man een when she knows he won't have her.



Qi Yiwu, in his first periodic drama, is definitely a talent worthy of better and bigger roles in futt
but with, of course a little polishing first. Having proven his ability to take on characters of diffe
emotbnal depths, ranging from 881's silent mommy's boy to 12 Lotus sauve Ah Beng and han
bad boy who romance both mother and daughter in the Home Song Stories, tt is time for 715 (
nick) to cross the boundaries and attempt heavier weight roles thge.rceem him better recognition
from fans of other countries.

You can call Painted Skin a Chinese gothic tale ... of twisted love, possession, seduction, murc r‘ 4
eventually sacrifice ... it's a whole new take on the concept of traditional horror froes€ltimema |
and it's real purpose doesn't aim to scare, but to tell a story that sympathizes with both demon:

humans like... equally pitiful characters that have both their strengths and weaknesses ...

"

Extra: Theme song, Painted Heart (Hua Xin), sunddme Zhang (Jin Qin) is worthy of a listen too
with it's equally matching haunting melody accompanied by Jane's lovely voice ...
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Gordon Chanés fAPainted Skino is based on
Pu Songling, and has been adapted for the big screen twice ibefure in 1966 and again in 1993 = &
by the legendary Hong Kongdirc t or Ki ng Hu. Chandos movbuser, i,

i n that it candt decide what it wants to
any of them very well. I t s a hor weolyhorrio or i
indeed very scary about it. Itdés also a v

ludicrous wireworks, stunts, and a product of the times, gratuitous CGI. You never know when
someone will get their hearts ripped out @aden, or when characters will spontaneously run up
and engage in aerial sword duels, or plot twists that will appear out of thin air simply because,
that 6s what they felt | ike doing thatackday
picture to the heyday of Hong Kong ci nema
more gumption than sense, and screenwriting logic was for losers.

The film begins with the heroic young general Wang Sheng (Aloys Chen) rescuingetlye lov
Xiaowei (Zhou Xun) from bandits in the desert. As it turns out, Xiaowei is not exactly the innoc
victim Sheng believes her to be. In fact, Xiaowei is a demon in human form, and must eat the
of her male victims in order to maintain her humkin,sest they rot, and nobody wants to see tha
l east of all the enchanted men who freque
since her rescue. There is an instant attraction between Sheng and Xiaowei, which we know H
he keeps havg sexual dreams about her, and Xiaowei, well, pretty much says it outright, and
actively plots to become his wife. As you
exactly go over well with Shengd&apedbydrashdf e
brutal Kkillings where menb6s hearts are ri
the same time Xiaowei arrived in town.

Enter Brother Yong (Donnie Yen), a former general comrade of Sheng, who returns todhe city
disheveled shell of his former self after two years of wandering around in the desettbybleamt
and, we presume, drinking in inns without
Peirong the opportunity to confide her suspicionXiabwei, namely that Peirong believes the othe
woman to be a demon. Of course Sheng wants to hear nothing of it, doing what guys usually ¢
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a hot, captivating woman shows up in their hoinasart thinking with the wrong head. Luckily for

Peirong, Yog is not one of those fools enchanted by Xiaowei. Plus, he happens to also be her
lover, and although Peirong chose Sheng over him years ago, he still holds a torch for her. Wi
help of a spunky vagabond demon hunter name Xia Bing (Betty %ang, sets about investigating
Xiaowei, while Sheng and his soldiers continue to hunt the city for the demon serial killer.

The film rehhkbbhyyi asbdt hast wlootparagraphs | 6 "
by the 25minute mark everyihg has clearly been laid out, including the fact that Xiaowei is inde i 4
a human heart consuming demon, and that the demon serial killer Sheng is looking for is also

it just isnoé6t Xiaowei, as Peir ongactoatkileris;v ¢

the killer demon frequents her room with offerings of human flesh, something Xiaoweli, though
noncommittal to the demonb6s obvious over:t "
start to rot, and a demon seductressbemt st eal i ng anot her woman
Because, you know, itdés kinda of hard to

skin, I donét care what anyone says.

And therein | ies one ofitg\vesaedy itstBg Bevedliso soan shat the

film has no room to maneuver when it comes to the Xiaowei character. In fact, even before we
Xiaowei reveal her demon side by chewing

seen her kddpt omeo oif n htelme Af i | mMds opening ¢
us to forget these points, because later there is an intense sequence where Xiaowei is accusef
a demon and must defend herself. All the evidence would seem to point toviar@so we i 6 s
the demon is a clever witch, and has all the right answers. The intention, obviously, is to force
audience to question their belief that Xiaowei really is a demon. Which is ridiculous, because
already know beyond a shadow of@uldt that she is, in fact, very much a demon. What could ha
been an effective furthering of a red herring that forces the audience to reconsider their perce
Xiaowei is instead reduced to over wrfemaght
|l eads as they |l ook soulfully at wvarious p
here, a bad Mexican telenovella?

The rest of APainted Skino -mseshingthat Hdn@kbng used tg
putoutona egul ar basis back in the 680s and 6
any one thing to make fans of those genres happy. The action is sporadic, showing up intermi
throughout the film, usually whenever Donnie Yen is onscreeanéipoint, Yong engages in a
rooftop chase/swordfight with the male demon. Let me also add that this is the same demon t
make himself invisible in daylight ala the Predator and appear and disappear in a puff of smok|
film is also heavy withmeodr ama, with Vicky Zhaodés and
the screentime, at | east when the movie I
Donnie Yends sloven Yong. Oh wel | .youAwtll abbue a
APainted Skino, but the cinematogr aphyupsis
particular whenever the two female leads are engaging in theip-olany verbal and emotional
battles. Really, what is this, a soap i@pen daytime TV? Which one is the doppelganger and whi
one is the evil twin sister sleeping with the handsome doctor who is married to the good sister’
walit, that comes later on in the movie. Nevermind.

| was confused abouno whad ttxacftfilgr iWwhent &
it in the early days of its production, and the confusion only grew as | saw more and more of tr

4



As it turns out, | was right to be pe whd,at
|l east since the fAgood old dayso (?) of no
0t

movie that | don think you can |l ove or
most definitely a mediocre film,dn | 6 m not entirely sure mor ¢
better product. Would | recommend it? Not
with what the action star usually puts on the big screen, so seeing it for Yen will leave you
dsappointed. ltds not really a comedy, as

sheb6s barely in the movie. So what would f"i 4
sloppy comes to mind, anmingahd sloppinedsireyouf moie the

ités a perfectly good way to pass the tim
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The Skinny:

Hong Kong's official entry into the 2009 Oscars.

Review:
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An update of the onepopular Hong Kong horreiantasy genre that alienates and also entertains.
Painted Sk may earn as many detractors as fans thanks to its overwrought emotions and slop
seeming technique, but its that messy, dtiertop quality that also makes it fun. Curiously, this is



http://www.hkheadline.com/ent/movie_info.asp?srctype=m&contid=752
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A surpreingly fun, if not exceptional horrdantasy, Painted Skin is probably the closest current
approximation you'll find to that classic eanjneties Hong Kong Cinema feel. Director Gordon
Chan and his numerous-daectors deliver what initially looks likanother entry in the "let's appea
to Western audiences" sweepstakes. Indeed, Painted Skin seems to be angling for foreign sal
its period setting, martial arts sequences and ornate costumes, but it gratefully moves away fri
doneto-death Zhang'imou/Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon formula for something a little less
pretentious.

Painted Skin may look like a quality production, but its feel is closer to Hong Kong's classia wir
wuxias. Gordon Chan and company seem less concerned with staggipice and tebeautifulfor-
words production design, and instead amp up the style and obvious fakery. There's still plenty
alienate an audiencdike an odd score, overwrought emotions, misplaced comedy and Donnie
but the entertainment ke, both intentional and unintentional, is present if one can drop their
expectations for consistent, polished filmmaking. As an update of Hong Kong's once abundant
fantasy genre, Painted Skin is a welcome and surprising release.

Painted Skin is d&sed on the cfadapted Strange Tales of Liaozhai by Pu Songling, a massive
collection of Ancient Chinese stories, many covering supernatural subjects. The stories of Liac
have inspired countless television dramas and fims, including the ChineseS&mgshovies and
the original King Hu Painted Skin, which featured Joey Wong as an immortal demon who stay
by feasting on human hearts. In her downtime she removes her skin and touches up her looks§

paint to get that required "almost human'ifeleence the fim's title. '

Gordon Chan's version of Painted Skin features the same character as the King Hu original, b
replaces Joey Wong with Zhou Xumho is arguably not as beautiful as Wong, but is likely the
better actor. Zhou is Xiaowei, an inamtal demon who consumes human hearts to stay young an
a shinier, more advanced CGlI skin than Joey Wong's lumpy plastic one. She also engages in
minor skinflashing and is much more openly alluring than Wong's famously ethereal image. As
PaintedSkin's resident evil temptress, Zhou Xun is a fine and even inspired casting choice.

Despite her supernatural existence, Xiaowei has a human flaw: she's in love. The object of Xia
nongastric desires is Wang Sheng (Aloys Chen), a righteous andgiethiooking commander in
the local military. In the fim's opening, Wang Sheng saves Xiaow&b he takes to be a damsel i
distress and not the predator that she realifram a group of bandits, and she's immediately smi
with her gorgeous savioXiaowei accepts shelter into Wang Sheng's home, where she lives wit
wife Peirong (Vicki Zhao) and the other soldiers, many of whom have crushes on her. Wang
aware of Xiaowei's charms too; he occasionally has erotic dreams about herdarunfiself
watching her as she smédbts her way around the estate.

Peirong is not oblivious to this undesirable family dynamic, but Wang Sheng is seemingly true
and everyone seems to-enist in a superficially friendly manner. However, thesehold is shaken
up by the return of Yong (Donnie Yen), Wang Sheng's previous commander and a supreme
arts badass. Yong once had a thing going on with Peirong, and Wang Shetapisiatire of their
prior relationship. Making matters worse, angmic serial killer (Singapore actor Qi Yuwu) is

running around town tearing our people's hearts. Between the unresolved romantic tensions a
rampant heasstealing, it's safe to say that there's tension in the air, and Wang Sheng and his n
right in the thick of both cases.



Peirong, however, thinks that the murders are related to Xiaowei. She has reason to believe tt

Xiaowei is actually a demon in disguise, and believes her to be responsible if not an accessory
heartnabbings. As every® and her husband is understandably charmed by Xiaowei, Peirong ¢

only turn to old flame Yong for assistance. Yong is skeptical, but is aided in his supernatural

assignment by "Demon Buster" Xi&ing (Betty Sun of Fearless). XBing possesses the natgh

looking "Demon Rod", which supposedly can slay demons if wielded by the right person. Howe "

the majority disbelieves Peirong's accusations and Xiaowei uses that to her advantage, deflec i 4
suspicion off herself easily. Ultimately, Xiaowei and Peyemter into a showdown of wills, with th |
prize being Wang Sheng's heairrt the figurative sense, that is.

The biggest immediate plus in Painted Skin is the cast. Zhou Xun owns the screen with her se
thoroughly enchanting turn as an evil demdro learns a few tough lessons about love. Vicki Zha
also quite good, and has to shoulder arguably the more difficult role. Peirong is a character the
to earn the audience's sympathy, and Zhao carries the part with dignity and felt emotisrCiAdaoy
is solid, but probably upstaged by his good looks (really, he may be the most beautiful person
film), while Betty Sun likeably recalls the tomboyish female sidekicks essayed by Fennie Yuen
Michelle Reis in martial arts movies of years p&ginnie Yen is Donnie Yen, take him or leave hir
In the film, Yen mixes dopey characterization with overdone facial expressions and more than
bizarre outbursts, and the performance is remarkably amusing, if not appropriate. It's hard to t
seaiously, which is fine, because it seems most of his performances nowadays fall into that catg

That 6s what makes him Donnie YenkE. '

But Donnie Yen is around for more than just unintentional laughs. He's also around for the act
which is fast and hes on the wirework, and entertaining enough in its sporadic doses. There's
an abundance of undercrankintpough not during fights but during chases, establishing shots a
other odd times. Odd timing seems to be Painted Skin's thing. Besideditinebeing messier and

sillier than usual, the film serves up a strange and sometimes goofy soundtrack that proves dig
The editing and camerawork are saiinscious and stylized, with odd pacing, abundant montage
kilter angles, and fast cara movement used to convey action, excitement, or more. The techni
do provide a welcome energy to the fim, though they also make it seem a little sloppy and chg

The film is also sometimes slow, especially during the endless scenes where peaiglevtiether o
not Xiaowei is a demon, or whether or not Wang Sheng has the hots for Xiaowei. Despite bein
costume horrefantasy, Painted Skin serves up a lot of dowulged intrigue, not to mention the
required overwrought romance, and not all @ ttiveting or successful. Gordon Chan lays on the
romance especially thick, going for lots of teary emoting and overwrought expressions. The s
overthe-top romanticism works, however, and the characters do get to act on their feelings fro
to time. Characters make felt sacrifices based on their emotions, and while the romance is so
laughable in its goopy sentimentality, the filmmakers serve it up in such athedep manner that i
can't help but affect.

Overall, Painted Skin feels fakfrom the technique, to the acting, to the production design and
cinematography. The resulting film feels over etletop and messy rather than consistent. If one
walks in expecting a reverent, elegant update of the Hong Kong {antasy genre, thaybe
disappointed. Frankly, any elegant attempt at this genre could prove disappointing, anyway; dc
anyone really want to see the hoffantasy version of The Banquet? Hopefully, that thought ente



the minds of the filmmakers, resulting in this uneweixture of a movie that actually benefits if the
audience doesn't take it too seriously. Freed of the requirements of consistency, realism, or re:
the movie turns out to be much more fun than expected.

The downside to all this craziness is thainf®ed Skin can polarize its audience. Some people may
laugh in enjoyment, others may cry from the overwrought emotions, and others may become ¢
at the messy fimmaking or Donnie Yen's overacting. Really, it's hard to say any of those peop
right or wrong, because this is commercial filmmaking that mixes so many genres and emotior
would probably be impossible to please everyone. Painted Skin can be easily assailed for bein
and uneven, but its mishmash of action, horror, romamreedy, and chaste eroticism is undeniab
diverting. The mixture here is not unlike many enjoyable films from Hong Kong Cinema's early
nineties heyday, which foisted so many emotions breathlessly upon the audience that their che
to either get in oout with what they were seeing. Well, this time I'm in. Painted Skin is not A
Chinese Ghost Story, but it feels cut from the same cloth, and that's a welcome thing indeed. (
2008)
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Variety's By DEREK ELLEY [ Url( )]
October 03, 2008, 17:50:14

Dubiously billing itself as "the first Eastern supernatural movie from Chinahat about "The
Promise," fo starters?- costumer "Painted Skin" weighs in as antbtshelf dramaactioner that
would have seemed much better 20 years ago. Assembled by a largely Hong Kong tech crew
starring mostly Mainland thesps, yarn about a mysterious femme who'dyaztilesheating fox
devil is the third and weakest pic version of the famous classical short story in the past 40 yea
Opening across East Asia in late September, film scored good opening numbers in China but
will be an ancillary item in Westemarkets.

Surprisingly selected as Hong Kong's submission for the fotgiga Oscar category, pic was
originally slated for helmer Wilson Yip but ended up in the hands of vet Gordon Chan, plus
journeymen calirectors Andy Chin and Danny Ko. Hong Kongrsbonnie Yen, as a genetatned
ghostbuster, is eclipsed by his Mainland femme cast (Zhou Xun, Vicki Zhao, Sun Li), though t
raggedy script and bBihe-numbers direction don't give the thesps much chance to shine.

Story is one of hundreds collected®ing dynasty scribe Pu Songling, best known in English as
"Strange Stories From a Chinese Studio" but also as "Strange Stories of Liaozhai." (King Hu's
Touch of Zen" came from the same collection.)

Original short story features just three charactensisband, wife, mysterious house guest. It was
adapted in the 1966 Hong Kong production "The Painted Skin." A 1993 version by Hu, like the
present item, stirred in a whole host of added material to enlarge its scope.

4


http://www.variety.com/review/VE1117938591.html?categoryid=31&cs=1

Setting is the Yuan dynasty: S@rs rescue beautiful orphan Xiao Wei (Zhou) from desert bandit
This baffling opening, only explained much later in flashback, also sketches the character of G
Yong (Yen), who's resigned his post and ended up a drunken vagrant.

Film starts to gim focus as Xiao Wei is taken in by Gen. Wang (Chen Kun) and his wife, Peironq
(Zhao), who both dote on the excessively courteous young woman. But three months after she
adopted, the city is terrorized by an unknown killer who rips out human hearts.

Pearong, who's become less enamored of Xiao Wei than her hubby, suspects she may be a de
human disguise, and asks Pan, who served with her husband, for his help. Meanwhile, Pan he
become buddies with tomboy ghostbuster Xia Bing (Sun, in pic's migtparf), who's been on the
trail of Xiao Wei for years for kiling a relative.

One of China's most versatile actresses, Zhou ("Suzhou River," "The Banquet”) is good at swi
between Xiao Wer's evil and gocedyody sides, but the jerky script, whidtogvs signs of cutting,
doesn't develop any dramatic steam between the characters, apart from a minioH aivecen
Xiao Wei and Peirong near the end. As Peirong, Zhao seems constricted, though not as much
as her husband, again miscast in aimgerole.

Action sequences are '868/le Hong Kong fare, with an opening desert battle and a nighttime rg
chase that are just OK. Visual effects are ditto. Color on print caught had a voas k.
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